Muldrew Lakes Cottagers’ Association Dock Drop 2020

Visit MLCA at: www.muldrewlakes.ca
Contact MLCA executive at:
President: President@muldrewlakes.ca
Secretary: Secretary@muldrewlakes.ca
Treasurer: Treasurer@muldrewlakes.ca
Muldrew archives at: historybooks@muldrewlakes.ca
Find us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/MuldrewLakes
Call the hotline for last minute updates: 705-687-4532

1

MLCA Board of Directors to August 2020
Executive:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Past President:

Tim Luke
vacant
Kate Hyland
Barb Vandevalk
Janet Kincaid

Directors:
Sarah Bale
Brent Hughes
Brent Coward
Ted Alley
Jessica Roher
Roger Silverthorn

Lake Stewardship and Water Quality
Swim & Canoe Regatta
Communications, Fireworks,
Membership
Legal, Safe and Quiet Lakes
Property Maintenance

Non-Board Member Volunteers
Esther Ewing – Worship Services Bill Gornall – Sailing Regatta
Charlotte Riddell – Silent Auction Nancy Thornhill

Objectives of the MLCA:
•
•

•
•
•

The objective of the MLCA is to serve the Muldrew Lakes community as a whole.
The MLCA acts in an advocacy role to various levels of government, agencies or other
appropriate bodies to safeguard the interests of the community. Provides updates from our
Mayor and Councilors.
The MLCA owns and maintains four waterfront properties, specifically Indian and Peck’s
Landings, Memorial Pines and McLaughlin Point, for the use of anyone on the lake.
The MLCA has a commitment to the health of our lake and strive to improve the water quality
through education and advocacy.
The MLCA promotes a courtesy code to encourage actions that let all cottagers and residents
enjoy their time at the lake without impairing the enjoyment of others.

We facilitate a number of summer events for our members including:
Sunday Worship Services (non-denominational)
Sailing Regatta
Canoe Canada Day
Silent Auction & Picnic
Nature walk
The Land Between Information Event

Swim and Canoe Regatta
Canoe Lessons
Canada Day Fireworks
Bugs in the Mud
Loon paddle
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Why Your Membership Is So Important
1. Property Ownership: The MLCA owns 4 properties (Memorial Pines, Indian Landing, Peck’s
Landing and McLaughlin Point). The vast majority of Muldrew Cottagers uses one of these
properties at least twice a year (boat launching, docking, regatta, contractor access, meetings
etc.). Significant costs are associated with these properties (taxes, maintenance, and
insurance).
2. Event Organization and/or Hosting: This includes the regattas, fireworks display, Canoe Canada
Day and other events you see on our calendar.
3. Worship Services: MLCA co-ordinates non-denominational services at Memorial Pines for the
summer months.
4. The Dock Drop: This is a package delivered each June containing all the information we feel you
need about summer events, registration information for programs, safety issues, the
environment and the MLCA’s annual report…and much more.
5. Telephone Hotline, Newsletters and Website: Communication with our members is key!
6. Map of the Lake: The MCLA provides (for $10) a map of the lake.
7. Liaison with Local Decision Makers: The MLCA provides input into local politics in regard to
important matters such as development, taxation, municipal services, water quality, etc.
8. Volunteers to test the water quality on a regular basis
9. Courtesy Code: The MLCA created a safety and courtesy code to help ease relationships
between cottagers and to ensure we can all enjoy the lake.
10. Representation on Various Larger Organizations: The MLCA has representation on the
Gravenhurst Area Lake Association (GALA), the Muskoka Lakes Association (MLA), and the
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association (FOCA).

Message from the President
Welcome to your Muldrew! 2020 is the 100th Anniversary of the MLCA which just happens to coincide
with the summer of COVID-19. Not what we all had in mind, but it is the new reality that we are
adjusting to. We are going to miss some of our key events in July but on the bright side we are at the
cottage with family. I cannot think of a better place to be during the pandemic. The good news is we
are all doing a great job of social distancing and with continued efforts we may be able to hold some
events in August.
This is our first ever Electronic Version of the Dock Drop. Please let me know if you would like to
receive a paper copy and I will get one to you.
Your board has a number of key initiatives that we are going to need your help with. The Lake Plan is
in Stage 1 which will involve you filling out a new survey and having the opportunity to join a town hall
meeting. Our Membership Committee is launching a drive starting July 1 st. The Constitution Review
Committee has a number of recommended changes that we will vote on at the AGM.
Please take a minute to view the local businesses advertisements at the end of the document. They
are all supporting the MLCA.
We are actively seeking to fill our Treasurer Position, if you or someone you know has an accounting
background please give me a call.
If you have any questions or want to share a great idea, please give me a call or email. 416-464-0470
president@muldrewlakes.ca
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Summer Calendar
COVID-19 is going to put a dent into our summer calendar but not the Muldrew Spirit. A number of
our regularly scheduled events are being cancelled including the Canoe Canada Day, Regatta, Canoe
Lessons, Bugs in the Mud and Worship Services. We are hopeful that we will be able to hold a few
events in August including the Sailing Regatta, Nature Walk and Loon Paddle. We will let you know via
email, facebook and the website as we get closer to the events.
Although the Canoe Canada Event will not be an MLCA event I would encourage you and your family to
get in your canoe/kayak/SUP, put on your best Canadian wardrobe and paddle to one of our great
picnic locations such as McLaughlin Point, Memorial Pines or Dew Drop Island. If you meet another
family, please remember to physical distance.
We will celebrate Canada Day a few days later with Fireworks on Saturday, July 4.

Silent Auction Fundraiser for the Lake Plan
We had planned to have our 100th Anniversary Party in conjunction with the Silent Auction on
Saturday, July 11 but that is not happening. So, we are going virtual with an on-line auction with some
great items up for bids. The bidding will start on July 11 and continue until August 1 with new items
added weekly. If you have any items that you would like to donate, please contact Charlotte Riddell at
289-259-3912. All proceeds go directly to the Lake Plan Fund.

Water Level and Management
The water level is maintained by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF). The dam is
located on South Lake and the water flows from Muldrew Creek into Morrison Lake and then into the
Severn River. The MNRF put back the 2 logs that they take out in the fall on June 22. Little did we
know the lake would go up 12” over the next 3 days!! They immediately took them back out on June
24. Please keep your wake to a minimum in this challenging time and be patient as there is a good
amount of water exiting at the dam.

Fire Reporting
Did you know there is a daytime fire ban from April to October inclusive! Outdoor fires can travel both
underground as well as fly between treetops at an incredibly fast rate. Be vigilant and report daytime
fire burning if you see it to the Municipality by calling 705-687-3412 ext. 266 or dial ext. 241 to get to
the by-law department in Gravenhurst. If you see a dangerous wildfire, call the emergency number
705-310-FIRE (3473). Information on the most current fire conditions, including if the fire ban has been
lifted, can be found Online at www.Gravenhurst.ca/fire or by calling 705-687-3414.

Town of Gravenhurst
The Mayor and our 2 Councilors are very accessible and encourage you to reach out to them with
issues related to the Town of Gravenhurst.
Paul Kelly
Mayor
Town of Gravenhurst
Jo Morphy
Councilor
Ward 2 North/Middle
Steven Klinck
Councilor
Ward 3 South/Middle
To contact them, call the town office at 705-687-3412 or go to www.gravenhurst.ca. For profiles on
each of these individuals, go to https://www.gravenhurst.ca/en/town-hall/council-profiles.aspx. From
there, you can email any of them.
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Courtesy Code
Muldrew Lake is a small body of water given the number of cottages, many of which are close to each
other or a short distance across a narrow channel. So, it is important that we be respectful in our
boating habits, noise creation (including barking dogs) and night-time lighting. Please post the courtesy
code in your cottage and see that all that use your facilities are familiar with it.

Renters’ Guide
For those who rent or lend out their cottage, please ask your guests to become familiar with the guide.

Garbage
For those of you that get garbage pick-up at the end of your driveway, please ensure that your
containers are bear- and critter-proof. The dumpsters at North Lake Landing and on the South
Muldrew Road are specifically for water access cottages or cottages on roads where there is no
garbage pick-up who cannot make it to the Beiers Road Landfill. Please only drop off bagged garbage
and recycling and deposit everything into the bins.
The landfill site on Beiers Road (Muskoka Rd 19) right off Highway 11 is open:
Mon-Fri 8 - 4:30 Saturday 9 - 4:30 Sunday 11- 8 (open late)
Three regular garbage bags free per week. On top of that, you may leave for free propane cylinders,
electronics, tires, scrap metal and appliances. Tuesday, July 14 is the next Hazardous Disposal Day.

Boating Close to Shore and Boat Wake
Large wakes damage shoreline, docks and boats tied to docks and is a threat to wildlife, such as
loons, that nest close to shore. This is critical in areas such as South Lake this time of year when
the Loons are on the nest. Please avoid speeds that create large wake, stay on plane or dead slow
to minimize wake, especially when close to shore. Our lake is narrow and for the most part we
boat close to shore where the larger wakes have the largest impact. When you see someone
waving and pointing behind your boat please look at your wake and adjust accordingly. Your
neighbours will thank you.
For everyone’s safety please observe the speed limit of 10km/h (6 mph) within 30 meters (100 ft.)
from shore. Be part of the new style of boating on Muldrew this summer called “Slow Boating”.
Give it a try, you may like it. While you are at it, offer a friendly wave to the boaters and dock
sitters that you pass. Show your Muldrew Spirit. If you are looking for information on Safe
Boating please go to the Safe Quiet Lakes Site, here is the link. https://safequiet.ca/aboutus/what-we-stand-for/

The MLCA will provide signs that cottagers can post on their own property in narrow
channels and environmentally protected/vulnerable areas. It is optional for you to
post a sign. We hope these signs will assist boaters in identifying the zones on the
lake that, by law, are no wake zones. The signs are sturdy and weather-worthy and
will help all of us with safe boating practice. If you would like one, contact Janet
Kincaid at 416-550-6922 or email kincaidclan@outlook.com.
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Property Maintenance
Many properties we use are owned by the MLCA. Each year the elements take their toll on docks,
roads and other sites. Association membership dollars help to offset costs to repair and preserve
the North and South Lake Landings and roads as well as Memorial Pines. We rely on the honour
system. If you use it, we hope you will help fund it. As well your donations go to help fund the
taxes we pay on these properties.
If you have not contributed to these sites but wish to during the season, please consider making a
contribution when you pay your dues.
To renew membership, you can go to http://www.muldrewlakes.ca/page-1775914 and download
the form. If you are a new member, then you can go to http://www.muldrewlakes.ca/join and fill
out the form. OR you can go the website and do everything on-line including paying via credit
card. Here is the site for the on-line sign up. https://mlc3a.wildapricot.org/On-Line-MembershipRenewal

MLCA Property Taxes – 2019 Actual Taxes
Address
745 Peninsula Road
South Lake Docks & Parking
238 Middle Muldrew
North Lake Landing & Parking
Total Taxes

Property
Memorial Pines
Pecks Landing
McLaughlin Point
Indian Landing

$

$

2019
2,686.30
765.98
2,680.82
367.18
6,518.58

Annual General Meeting
COVID-19 depending we will have the AGM on Saturday, August 15 at Memorial Pines at 10:00
am. If we are not able to hold the meeting on August 15 the plan is to move the meeting to
Saturday September 5 and if that does not work, we will have a Zoom meeting on Tuesday
September 15. If we go with the Zoom meeting, we will be doing the minimum required which is
approving the financials and voting on the Nominating Committee Report. In lieu of having the
Mayor and the Councilors at the meeting I will be sending out an update from them under
separate cover to get you up to speed on everything going on in Gravenhurst.
Assuming we do meet in person we will have a good opportunity to discuss and vote on the
recommended changes the Constitution Committee is recommending. EcoVue will be able to
update us on their progress on the Lake Plan followed by reports on activities and an opportunity
to discuss other lake issues. We hope that you will take what is a short amount of time to
participate in the governance of activities on the lake.
Let’s all celebrate our 100th Anniversary and show our Muldrew Spirit by respecting our
neighbours and our wildlife. We all live together and must work together for a safe and
enjoyable year. Enjoy your summer. Be safe and well.
Your president, Tim Luke
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Message from the Secretary – Barb Vandevalk
After the Annual General Meeting last August, I was asked to fill the vacant Secretary position. I
had previously been secretary from 1995 to 2002. So much has changed since I was last secretary
– online membership renewal, Facebook page, website that offers more information, pictures,
maps, and a place for members to post, there is a lot less snail mail and a lot more email.
Welcome to the 21st century.
This year will be very different because of COVID-19. Many of our usual events will be cancelled,
or changed to online, or held physically distanced. We will do our best to keep you up to date on
what is happening, how and when, using our website, Facebook and the Hot Line.
If you have information you want to post, we have two outlets members can post on: Website –
http://www.muldrewlakes.ca/page-1775920
Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/MuldrewLakes/
Please contact us at secretary@mulrewlakes.ca or 705-687-4532 if you have questions or
comments.

Volunteers Needed!
Community organizations like MLCA thrive when the volunteers, beyond just board roles, are
plentiful. Many hands make light work, as they say. If there is something you are passionate
about and want to volunteer, please let us know. At the time we are seeking a Treasurer to step
in at the AGM this year.

Message from Archivist – Barb Vandevalk
This is our 100th Annivesary! On May 15, 1920 Letters Patent were filed forming the Muldrew Lakes
Cottagers Club. The name was changed to the Muldrew Lakes Cottagers’ Association in 1985.
The MLCA archives contain maps, deeds, documents, articles, lists of members, minutes of meetings,
pictures, and information on past issues on the lakes. We continue to add to our collection. Please think
of the archives before you throw out that old book, newspaper clipping, or pictures you find in the back of
the drawer or in the bottom of a box.
Cottagers on Muldrew have written about their time on the lake; taken pictures of the people, activities,
and places around the lake; and created stories to entertain. The stories, articles, and pictures have been
collected and The History of Muldrew Lake, A Centennial Project was produced in 1967; The History of
Muldrew Lake Volume II was produced in 1971, and The History of Muldrew Lake, Volume III, The Saga
Continues was produced in 2010.
If you have stories and pictures on the development of the peninsula, the building of the private roads,
cottages that have stayed in families for generations, waterskiing over the years, evolution of watercraft –
canoe to PWCs, we are still collecting them. Maybe there will be a Volume IV in the future. The History of
Muldrew Lake, Volume lll, The Saga Continues is still available for $20 a copy. Email
historybooks@muldrew.ca to get a copy, or if you have any items you want to contribute or donate.
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Lake Properties for our use
The Muldrew Lakes Cottagers’ Association (MLCA) owns a number of properties around the lake:
Memorial Pines, Indian Landing, Peck’s Landing, and McLaughlin Point.
These properties were purchased by or gifted to the Muldrew Lakes Cottagers Club (now the
MLCA) for use by their members. The landings and parking areas were important to the early
cottagers as there were no roads to access cottages.
When you use the properties please remember to take only pictures and leave only footprints.
W. A. Potter Memorial Pines – 745 Peninsula Road
A natural amphitheatre located at the southern end of Middle Portage
was gifted to the MLCC by the Potter Family as a permanent place for
the church services and headquarters for the Regatta, and the annual
picnic and the MLCC meetings.
Memorial Pines can be accessed from Peninsula Road by car and from
Middle Lake by boat, or by Middle Portage from North Lake.

X

Indian Landing – 1329 North Muldrew Lake Road
Located on North Lake across from Kerr Island, this was the first
property acquired by the MLCC. It was given to the MLCC by Mr.
and Mrs. J.H.S. Kerr in 1921.
The landing consists of the dock area to the west of the launching
ramp as well as a water lot in front of the dock area, and the area
where the six adjoined garages and the parking area are.
The launching ramp is owned by the Town of Gravenhurst.

McLaughlin Point – 238 Middle Muldrew Lake
Named in honour of the founder and first President, John Fletcher
McLaughlin, a cottager from 1898-1932, McLaughlin Point is a
permanent picnic ground for members. The MLCC purchased it in
1933 from the McLaughlin Estate.
McLaughlin Point is water access only and most enjoyed when
approached by canoe or kayak as there is no docking provided.
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Peck’s Landing – 1156 South Muldrew Lake Road
(also known as South Lake Landing, Middle Lake Landing, McPhee’s Landing, Middlebrook
Landing)
This property is the largest of all the MLCA holdings. It consists
of the launching area and roadway from the lake to the parking
areas. It was purchased from members of the Middlebrook
family in 1927.
The property was purchased to provide parking, docking, and
access to the Lakes by members. The existing docks are jointly
owned by the MLCA and the water access only cottagers in
Middle and South Lakes.

Muldrew has several geographical points of interest you may wish to explore:
Pike’s Peak
Three Sisters’ Rock
Indian Portage
Middle Lake Portage
Lower Eagle Lake and Upper Eagle Lake
A detailed map of the lake showing points of interest and history is available from the MLCA for
$10.00 (plus a mailing charge if you ask us to mail it to you). Copies may be obtained from the
Secretary at secretary@muldrewlakes.ca. Copies will also be available for sale at the Annual
General Meeting in August.

Membership Committee
The membership committee are kicking off their drive on July 1. They could use your help if you
know of any new cottagers to the lake or if you have a new neighbour please let us know.
Contact Ted Alley at 647-986-5066 or tedalley5066@#gmail.com.

Let’s Increase Road Safety on Private and Public Roads around Muldrew
Please encourage your family and friends to slow down and watch for
turtles/walkers/joggers/bicyclist. Walkers using a roadway must walk facing the oncoming traffic.
The vehicles have the right of way and walkers must move to the side of the roadway. Wear
bright or light-coloured clothing or reflective strips, especially at dusk or when it’s dark. Bicycles
drive on the roadway in the same manner as any motorized vehicle, following the same laws of
the road.

Nominating Committee Report, June 2020
The Nominating Committee is composed of the Past President Janet Kincaid and President Tim
Luke. We are actively seeking 2 non-board members to join the team. Please contact Janet if you
are interested. The role of the Nominating Committee is to nominate members to serve on the
Board Executive, the Board, the Nominating Committee and the Financial Review Committee. If
you are interested in joining the MLCA in one of these rolls, please contact Janet. Nominations for
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the MLCA board are accepted anytime. We are actively looking to fill the position of Treasurer.
We are always looking candidates for now and in the future. If you, or a neighbour, may be a
candidate, please let us know by emailing Janet Kincaid at kincaidclan@outlook.com.
The Nominating Committee recommends the following MLCA board beginning August 2020
President
Tim Luke
(2019-2021)
Vice President
Ted Alley
(2020-2021) Serving a 1-year term as VP
Past President
Janet Kincaid
(2019-2021)
Secretary
Barb Vandevalk
(2019-2020) starting a second term
Treasurer
Kate Hyland
(2018-2020) starting a second term
Board Members – Continuing (Not up for election this year)
Sarah Bale
(2nd term)
2018-2021
Brent Coward
(2nd term)
2018-2021
Board Members - Proposed 2nd term
Jessica Roher
(2nd term)

2018-2022

Board Members – Proposed 1st Term
Nancy Thornhill
(1st term)
Charlotte Riddell
(1st term)
Ted Nixon
(1st term)
Wendy Campbell
(1st term)

2020-2022
2020-2022
2020-2022
2020-2022

The board wishes to acknowledge and thank members leaving the board as of the annual general
meeting in August: Roger Silverthorn Brent Hughes
Financial Review Committee
Cindy Fenwick
1st term
Bill Banks
1st term

2019-2021
2019-2021
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New Board Member Bios
Ted Nixon
Ted has been enjoying Muldrew Lake since 1982 when his family bought a cottage on Middle
Muldrew. Twelve years later, he and his wife Kristy built a cottage on the very top of Wood’s Bay
on North Muldrew. Ted & his daughter Olivia are avid water skiers and the family enjoys
entertaining friends and family at their cottage. Ted has enjoyed a career centred around
technology, initially in an MIS role but largely as a recruiter for tech talent across North America.
Nancy Thornhill
In 1905, my great grandfather, JF McLaughlin built the third cottage on the lake. He called it
Sweetgale. He was a founding member of, what was then called, the Muldrew Lakes Cottagers
Club and its ﬁrst president. My grandmother Roberta and her sisters, Evelyn, and Emily, all grew
up spending summers at Muldrew. As did my mother, Susan Irwin and her brother and sisters. My
siblings, cousins and I have done the same and have passed the cottaging gene down to our
children and grandchildren. There are now six generations of McLaughlin’s on Muldrew. Muldrew
and cottaging is in our blood and I love passing on the traditions, love of the lake, care for our
heritage, sense of home and ties to the land to my family. Our cottage is in the bay across from
McLaughlin Point (cottage 239). Professionally, I have a PhD in Anthropology and a Masters in
Biology. I am currently the owner and manager of The Farmhouse Tavern in Toronto.
Charlotte Riddell
Charlotte, Kevin, and family have been spending time on Muldrew Lake for over 30 years. Twenty
years ago, we purchased our first cottage on Muldrew and 14 years ago purchased on North Lake
near Indian Landing. Muldrew is our ‘happy place’ and we spend as much time throughout the
year as we can with family and friends. Volunteering has been my passion for many years and
have worked very closely with Wellspring Cancer Care Centre, Oakville Trafalgar Hospital as well
as The MayCourt Club of Oakville and the Association of MayCourt Clubs of Canada
Wendy Campbell
I first started coming to Muldrew lake in the early 70’s to visit my now husband Stuart Campbell
whose family owned a cottage on Woods Bay. Since then I have not missed a summer and Stu
and I have owned a cottage for over 30 years. We have raised four children who love the cottage
as much as we do, and we now have 6 grandchildren who love to come during the summer and
over Christmas as well. Stu and I have been active members of the Muldrew Lake Association. I
have served as a Director of the MLCA representing North Muldrew, helped organize the swim
and canoeing regatta for one summer and told the children’s story at Memorial Pines services.
For the past 25 years I have worked as a Career Counsellor supporting individuals in transition
and as an Executive Coach helping employees maximize their career potential. I am currently a
Principal with Feldman Daxon Partners a Human Resources Management Consulting company in
Toronto. I have an undergraduate degree in Economics, a Masters degree in Sociology and I am a
Certified Human Resources Professional and Certified Coach.
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Update from MLCA Lake Steward

Guided Nature

Walk

Our plans are in the hands of the Ontario COVID-19 regulations. If things change and we
can hold the event in August, we will let you know via the email and the website. This has
been a popular event and 2019 was no exception. The walk will be early in the morning,
which is the ideal time for bird watching. It would be wonderful to have as many people as
possible come out to help us document what we see with pictures and note-taking. Stay
Tuned!
Loon Conservation Paddle
2019 was our first Loon Paddle on South Lake. Our naturalist that guided us shared a great deal of
knowledge on our most cherished neighbours. We are in the process of setting this up again for
2020 and will let you know via email and on the website as we approach the date. The loons like
the quiet lower cottage density areas of the lake so please be extra cautious when boating in
these areas.
At this event, we will paddle together to learn about shoreline habitat and the Common Loon. We
may be able to identify some areas of our shores that require special protection from motorboat
wakes or development, and decide together, how we can better help our loon friends. Surely this
is a topic that everyone spending time at Muldrew can feel passionate about!
The Land Between Event
Muldrew Lake is located within the Land Between Ecotone. This ecotone has been identified to
contain many unique species and runs as a belt across the country between fertile farmlands to
the south, and the Canadian Shield to the north. (An Ecotone is a region of transition between
two biological communities. Ecotones between two habitats are often richer in species than
either.) There is a special group of species found in the Land Between, which is referred to as the
Atlantic Coastal Plain species. Muldrew is known to be home to many of these species. We are
arranging for an on-line presentation so we can all learn more about the topic. We will let you
know via email and on the website when the dates are set.
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Moving Forward with a Review and Update of the
Muldrew Lakes Community Plan
A Lake Plan is a document that guides land use planning according to a "vision" for the future of a lake. This
vision is determined by cottagers, residents, and community stakeholders, and seeks to identify and protect the
physical, social and environmental values of a lake community.
A Muldrew Lakes Plan was put together and published in 2009 (with the bulk of the work conducted between
2004 and 2009) by an incredible team of volunteers on the lake. French Planning Services was hired to provide
professional planning expertise. Though the plan ended up being comprehensive in nature, the initial focus of
the plan was on land use policy. The result was several Muldrew-specific policies being added to the
Gravenhurst Official Plan. One of the action items listed in the 2009 Muldrew Lakes Plan was to advocate for
an update to the Gravenhurst Zoning By-law to implement these Muldrew-specific policies. At present, the
Gravenhurst Zoning By-law contains only Muldrew-specific provisions for the development of boathouses.
The Muldrew Lakes Plan was to be updated and revised every 5 years to assess the progress or effectiveness of
planned actions, and to ensure that set priorities and actions were still relevant. EcoVue Consulting Services, a
land use planning firm based in Peterborough, Ontario, has been retained to review and further develop
Muldrew-specific land use polices and zoning by-laws. During the summer of 2020, EcoVue will be conducting
an initial study to determine the level of community interest in continuing with the lake plan, and to review
and update the vision, values and action items identified in the 2009 plan.
This initial study is being conducted between May and October of 2020, and will include three specific
deliverables:
1) Community Survey – A survey specific to the revision and update of the lake plan will be distributed
electronically in early July. The survey will help to determine the level of community interest as well
as the review of key issues in the community.
2) Community Workshop – A workshop will be designed after analyzing the results of the community
survey and conducting background research. The workshop will probe deeper into the main issues
identified in the survey, to provide a greater understanding of community perspectives and
update/revise the vision and priority action items for the Muldrew Lakes. Due to the restrictions
associated with Covid-19, this workshop may have to be postponed, or occur in an alternative format.
We are hoping that this workshop will be held in August, but at this time is TBD.
3) Final Report – A final report for this introductory phase will summarize background research, and the
results of the survey and workshop. It will provide an analysis of the issues as well as the level of
community interest in continuing with an update of the Muldrew Lakes Plan, while also providing
policy recommendations and an estimation of costs for pursuing implementation in the Town of
Gravenhurst Official Plan/Zoning By-law.
Overall, the work that EcoVue has been retained to do is vital to ensuring that the project is scoped
appropriately and can be conducted professionally and responsibly by the lake association. It will also help to
guide the remainder of the process and ensure its overall success.
Communications for the Lake Plan will occur through the Muldrew Lakes Cottagers Association (MLCA) website at

https://mlc3a.wildapricot.org/.
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2020 Update on Water Quality
Our participation in the Lake Partner Program continues. However, this summer, due to the pandemic, the
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) has asked that volunteers do not gather or
submit any samples (Phosphorous & Calcium) to the lab. MECP is currently assessing the best way to
continue the program for 2020 while keeping volunteers and ministry staff safe. Volunteers may continue
to collect secchi depth readings (water clarity) if they are up at the lake.
For those who are unfamiliar, the Lake Partner Program is a volunteer-based water-quality monitoring
program for Ontario’s inland lakes. The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
coordinates the program from the Dorset Environmental Science Centre in partnership with the
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA). The program examines phosphorous, calcium and
water clarity for all participating lakes. The data is used by the public, partner agencies, government and
academic researchers and private consultants to assess and report on water quality.
A HUGE THANK YOU to long time volunteers Jane Gunther and Eric Steeves for continuing to
collect samples and monitor water clarity at Hookery and Laurel Islands. The Lake Steward continues to
collect samples at Kerr Island.

Phosphorous
Overall, phosphorous levels appear to have increased slightly across the lake at all three sampling points
compared to data collected over the last several years. However, phosphorous levels in 2019 were still
within the normal range of values catalogued since participating in the program. We must be careful not
to draw conclusions on water quality from one year to the next, but to look at the overall long-term
trends. As noted in last year’s dock drop, in tea-stained lakes such as Muldrew, total phosphorous is not
always linked to productivity and water clarity (or susceptibility to algal blooms). Overall, the results of
testing for phosphorous in the Muldrew Lakes are considered to be low (less than 10 ug/L).

Calcium
Calcium levels appear to continue to remain stable at all three sampling points in the Muldrew Lakes
(between 3.0 and 4.0 mg/L). However, the value reported at Kerr Island in 2019 was extremely high (17
mg/L) and likely represents an error in data entry, or that the sample was contaminated in some way.
Calcium is important to the survival of Daphnia (tiny crustaceans, a.k.a. water fleas) with a critical
threshold of 2.5 milligrams per litre. When calcium levels drop below this value, Daphnia become stressed,
leading to a cascade of effects up the food web. Daphnia are a keystone (very important) herbivore in
freshwater ecosystems like the Muldrew Lakes. The 2018 Muskoka Watershed Report Card stated that
both South and North Muldrew Lake are considered “not stressed” with respect to calcium.

Water Clarity (Secchi Depth)
In many lakes there is a relationship between water clarity and phosphorous levels, as increased
phosphorous can lead to algal blooms which reduce water clarity. However, the Muldrew Lakes have high
levels of dissolved organic carbon (resulting in a brown/yellow colour) and may have low clarity without
high levels of phosphorous or algae. Tracking the long-term trends of water clarity in tea-stained lakes is
still important however, as clarity could indicate other changes in lake health that could not otherwise be
detected. Secchi disc readings from 2019 continue long-term trends which appear stable between 2.5 and
4.0 metres.

Benthic Data - a.k.a “Bugs in the Mud”
Benthic macroinvertebrates are small bugs living in the bottoms of rivers and lakes. These species
are important indicators of water quality because species have differing levels of tolerance to a
variety of sources of pollution. For example, if a septic system is poorly maintained, a fish can
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swim away to find a healthier area of the lake to live in, but benthic macroinvertebrates are stuck
in the mud! Therefore, only species which are tolerant of the pollution in that area will be able to
survive. Polluted lakes generally have low species diversity, and low abundance. Benthic species
are also important because they provide food to fish and dragonflies and help to decompose
organic matter. The Muskoka Watershed Council classifies the results of benthic sampling as
%EOT. This number indicates the percentage of pollution sensitive species found to be present in
a lake. The higher the number, the greater the number of pollution-sensitive species are present
– generally indicating a healthier lake. The Council then determined average values for each lake
over a certain time period and compared these values to an overall average for Muskoka.
In the 2018 Watershed Report Card, North Muldrew was classified as “atypical”, with a slightly
higher than average number of pollution sensitive species found (23.26). South Muldrew was
classified as “typical” with average levels of pollution sensitive species present (17.27). Overall,
this is great news! Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the 2020 Bugs in Mud, but we will be
back for 2021!!
If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please don’t hesitate to contact me:
muldrewlakessteward@gmail.com .
References
Muskoka Watershed Report Card 2018. Accessed from
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-MWC-ReportCard.pdf on June 5, 2019.
Muskoka Watershed Report Card 2018, Background Report. Accessed from
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/MWC-RC-BackgroundReport.pdf on June 5, 2019.

Boating Rules and Regulations
You are out on your boat when you see another boat approaching. Suddenly the flashing lights go
on and you realize you are being stopped by the police. We often see the police on the roads, but
it is less common to be stopped in your boat. Still, if you’re not following the boating safety
regulations and don’t have all your gear in line, the fines can add up fast.
So, what do boaters most commonly get fined for? And more importantly, how can you avoid
getting ticketed? We contacted the Ontario Provincial Police and Sgt. Byron Newell of the East
Region S.A.V.E. Team in Snowmobile, ATV, and Vessel Enforcement to find out.
1.
Personal flotation devices (PFDs) and life jackets are the first thing that police officers are
looking for. There needs to be a PFD for every person on board, they have to fit properly, show no
wear or be missing fasteners. They have to be readily accessible (if you’re not actually wearing
yours) and if it’s an inflatable life vest, users must be age 16 or older and you must be wearing it.
The fine applies to every person on board who is not in compliance. Typically, the fine for not
having the right life jacket is $240 in Ontario.
2.
Having open liquor or cannabis on board will attract another fine. You are allowed to
transport these items, but they have to be sealed, stowed, and out of sight. An open container of
either liquor or cannabis is not allowed on board a boat. (The only times when you can
“consume” on your boat is when you are moored or anchored and you have a permanent
washroom, cooking and sleeping accommodations onboard.) Also, remember, people in kayaks,
canoes, paddle boards, and other watercraft are covered under this regulation. The operator can
be fined $215 and everyone else onboard can also be charged $125 per person.
3.
The operator must have their valid Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card (PCOC) with them in the
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boat and the fine is $305 for not having the card onboard (even if you have one at home). It’s also
best to have your other ID with you too. The PCOC card does not have a photo and the other ID
can help establish that you are the person who holds that PCOC card. Fine: $305.
4.
A spotter is required when using your boat for “towed sports” (water skiing, wake
boarding, wake surfing, tubing, etc.) and that spotter must be considered reliable or competent.
Obviously, you can’t safely drive the boat and watch the skier at the same time. Another part of
this regulation is that there must be an available seat in the boat for every person being towed in
case you need to bring them into the boat. If you are towing with a personal watercraft, it will
need to be a three-seater and you can only tow one person. You have a driver, spotter and one
rider—that’s three seats minimum. The fine is $305.
5.
Powered vessels require a Pleasure Craft License and the Transport Canada vessel license
numbers are to be properly displayed on the bow of the vessel. You are also required to have the
registration—on board—and the vessel’s ownership (or copies) too. Not having the license
registration earns you a fine of $305.
…and more
Sgt. Newell noted that, especially with the high water this year, complaints about boaters
breaking the speeding law–10 km/h when 30 meters from shore or speeding in speed restricted
zones, is the most common call that the police are getting. The high water has damaged a lot of
shoreline structures in Ontario and people are concerned about further damage from boat wakes.
If you are stopped, officers will usually check for the full range of required safety equipment and
this is clearly laid out in the Transport Canada Boating Safety Guide. And don’t forget that when
boating in larger bodies of water where you could be more than a mile (1.85 km) from shore, the
police will be looking for distress flares and other safety equipment. There is, however, an easy
and good way to check that your vessel is properly equipped. You can contact the Canadian
Power and Sail Squadrons for a free vessel courtesy check. They will check your boat for free…
and if you have everything you need, you’ll get a Safety Inspection Sticker. If you don’t have
everything their people will explain exactly what you should have on board.
Remember, the police are not looking to spoil your day. The regulations are there to protect you
and your passengers, but fines are a strong incentive to follow the law.
They sure can (unfortunately). And they can drive loons off your lake permanently: If boat wake is
constantly swamping or destroying nests, the loons may abandon the nesting site. That’s why it’s
a good idea to steer clear of known nesting areas, plus boat slowly close to the shoreline—10
km/h or less within 30 metres of shore. This helps preserve other wildlife habitats, prevents
erosion, and keeps your lake neighbours from getting irritated with you. (It’s also the law on most
Ontario lakes.)
But wait, let’s not pick on the powerboats; other watercraft—PWCs, plus canoes or slow-moving
small boats that access shallow water—can disturb loons and nests too. It’s helpful to know the
signs of a stressed-out loon, so you can back off, ASAP: For example, a loon vocalizing at you, or
splashing across the water. This means “Get out of my face!
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The Lake Lifeguard
20 year-old lifeguard with 4 years of experience available for
private lifeguarding. Certifications include Waterfront NLS, Red
Cross Swim Instructors and Standard First Aid. Experience
includes 3 summers working at Gull Lake Beach. Available July and
August
Contact Kate Stinson at 905-570-2256.
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WELCOME TO MULDREW LAKE!
Also found at www.muldrewlakes.ca
A reference guide for owners, renters and other short-term guests.
1) Read the ‘Courtesy Code’ (in the Dock Drop or online).
2) Remove any potential invasive species prior to boat-launch at the lake. All
watercraft (boats/trailers/PWC) brought into Muldrew Lake should be dry
docked for 48 hours or thoroughly washed with bilges and live wells emptied!
Fishing? Don’t introduce any live bait into the lake. Some minnows and crayfish
are invasive. Never dump your bait bucket in the lake. And replace all lead
weights in your tackle box, as they can be fatal to aquatic birds.
3) Respect the lake! It is our most vital and precious resource. So please, never
wash in the lake. Be careful when filling up the boat. And remember to ‘live
lightly’ when it comes to water consumption.
4) Respect your neighbours! Enjoy your time on Muldrew Lake, but know that
sound carries over water. Even a conversation can be heard from across the
lake on a quiet evening, so imagine the effect of music or parties, especially at
night. Likewise for barking dogs.
5) Rules for boating. You require a boat operator’s card. You require certain safety
equipment. Drinking and boating do not mix. The OPP regularly patrol the lake
and fines are heavy. Know the law!
6) Respect nature. Make sure garbage is disposed properly. The best bet is to take
your household garbage home with you or to the Dump when you leave. Do not
leave any garbage at the side of the road. The animals will get into it.
7) Reach out to a neighbour. We’re generally a nice bunch. A coffee or cocktail
goes a long way.
8) Regattas, worship services, nature hikes, etc. Inquire about our lake events.
9) Rocks and shoals are around, so please ask the property-owner or a lake
resident about location. A good power-boating rule of thumb is to stay in the
middle of the channel, where possible. If it’s a quiet time of day or tranquil part
of the lake, keep it that way. Please be courteous and keep wake to a
minimum!
10) Ratings for bonfires. There have been recent fire bans. Ensure bonfires are
allowable and proper fire-pits are on-site. Extinguish all fires. No outdoor fires
are allowed during daylight hours.
Please phone 1-877-847-1577 to check current fire rating.

18

Courtesy Code
Watch your wake
✓

✓
✓

Shoreline erosion is a serious problem. Boats tied to docks can be damaged. Loon nests are close to shore and chicks can
be drowned by big waves. Please keep your boat either on plane (riding quickly on the surface of the water) or dead
slow to minimize wake.
If your boat has ballast tanks for wake-boarding, please pump them out when not wakeboarding to minimize harmful
wakes.
If you are passing smaller boats such as canoes, minimize your wake by keeping your boat on plane or going slow.

Keep it quiet
✓
✓

If your boat has a muffler by-pass (for off-shore use) please ensure that the mufflers are active – by-passing the muffler
creates excessive noise and is disturbing to most cottagers.
Consider upgrading to a quieter motor (such as most new 4-stroke motors).

Keep it clean
✓
✓
✓

To protect our lake, ensure your boat is washed thoroughly well away from the lake before launching. Better still; leave
it in dry storage for 48 hours before you launch it.
Boat motors can last forever – but should they? If your motor is more than 10 years old it creates a lot of pollution.
Consider upgrading to a new 4-stroke motor to reduce pollution.
Do not throw garbage over-board – it can harm wildlife, it could cut a bare-foot water-skier’s feet and it will only wash
up on a neighbour’s shore.

Keep it safe
✓
✓

Please avoid high speeds – is very narrow and there is little margin for error in passing other boats.
Stay as far from shore as possible when you are traveling quickly – give swimmers at the shore lots of room to have fun.

WATER SKIERS AND WAKE BOARDERS … and any other towing activities like barefoot skiing, knee
boarding, tubing, parasailing etc.:
✓
✓
✓

Plan your circuit to ensure you do not enter narrow channels and you have room to turn around safely. Keep your skier
and everyone else safe.
Stay in the middle of the channel. Stop if there is congestion. Muldrew is a narrow lake. If everyone is courteous,
everyone can have fun!
Please don’t start before 8:00 in the morning and finish before dusk. Your neighbours will appreciate a good night’s rest.

SWIMMERS
✓

Make sure you have a boat travel along with you if you swim away from the shore or across the lake. Make safe
swimming a priority!

NOISE - Noise travels over water. It can spoil your neighbour’s enjoyment.
✓

✓

Please avoid noisy activities in the early morning (before 8:00 am) or evening (after sunset), particularly where the noise
can carry over the water and on boats: playing loud music; loud parties; using power tools, hammers and construction
equipment.
The sound of children playing at the lake is not noise and should be encouraged.

LIGHTS - Muldrew Lake abuts a ‘dark sky preserve’ which is designated to allow people to see the star
better.
✓
✓
✓
✓

Minimizing night lighting on the lake helps reduce light pollution.
Avoid bright lights shining on the water. If an outdoor light can be seen from the lake, switch to a light fixture that
shields the bulb or use low wattage and low intensity bulbs.
Neighbours across the water will appreciate being able to see the stars better.
Boaters will be able to navigate better without being blinded by shore-side lights
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Sailing Regatta

Sailing Regatta
SATURDAY AUGUST 8TH
Registration: 12:30 pm
(Look for the race committee boat in the vicinity of
Hookery Island)
All Sailboats are Welcome!
If you have any questions or are willing to help officiate or
in any other way, volunteer, please contact Tim Luke at
416-464-0470 or
president@muldrewlakes.ca
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SPRING 2020
NEWSLETTER
We at Sopher’s Landing Marina understand that we are facing difficult times in our
world, and it is our hope that you and your loved ones are in good health. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, we have had to make a few changes to our business conduct. Going
forward and until further notice, please call to make an appointment to pick up or drop off
your boat. We will be available by appointment only for all your boating needs.
We would like to remind you, that when you call to get your boat ready, please allow us at
least 8-10 days for preparation of your vessel. As well, remember to book your detailing
as spaces fill up very quickly. Let’s get that wax on, to keep it shining and protected all
summer long!
It’s not all about the boats! Remember what your boat sits on? The trailer is a huge part
of prolonging the life of your boat. Have Sopher’s inspect the trailer for any issues
because if the trailer is not doing its job, we can’t do ours!!!
If you truly want to enjoy your time relaxing at the cottage, we also offer lawn cutting and
trimming. Please call for a quote.
We look forward to helping you with your boating needs. Please give us a call or send us
an email.
Let’s have a safe and happy season!
The Sopher’s Landing Team
1-705-687-8910
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705-826-6784

Call Dave

FIVE-0 Protection Inc. offers:
1) A suite of cottage inspection services to ensure that you are protected
and insured during long periods of absence from your property, from
daily to bi-weekly inspections.
2) Cottage closing & opening services
3) All of our cottage closing/opening activities and all inspections are date
& time stamped video-documented, providing proof to your insurer
that all steps to protect your property were done in accordance with
the terms of your policy.
Did you know?
1) Most home insurance policies require you to have someone check your
home if you are away for more than five days. (www.cooperators.ca)
2) Almost all insurance companies have a 30-day vacancy rule, which
means that the insurance company can deny coverage for any losses if
any property remains vacant and unchecked for 30 days or more.
3) Exclusion clauses found in all policies allow an insurance company to
deny coverage legally. Your policies’ fine print needs to be reviewed to
ensure that you are covered during lengthy absences.
During an inspection at a valued client’s home this winter, we determined
that the furnace had stopped working. The building had dropped in
temperature from 53 degrees to 41 degrees in the 3-day period since our
previous inspection. We contacted the furnace repairman, remained at the
property until the furnace was re-started, and arranged the repair the
following day. No damage was caused to our client’s home. We also
increased the frequency of inspections at no added charge to ensure that the
furnace was functioning properly. This is just one example of what can go
wrong, and may not be detected by an alarm system.
Call today for a policy review so that we can customize an inspection plan to
suit your needs.
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Have Dumb Questions?
We can Help ..... We've already asked them all.
Design – Permits – Construction - Consulting & Coaching
3 & 4 Season Cottages - Additions - Waterfront Structures
FREE INITIAL MEETING

- we learn from your questions too

Muldrew Lakers' testimonials
We needed more space in our 1960s cottage. We knew we had to re-build. After 2 years we still did
not know where to start. Working with Mark we took it one step at a time. We didn't feel like we were
making wrong choices and he always had a solution
With the Town Mark made sense of our applications. He explained our position to the Committee, in
their language, leading to a vote in our our favour, We now have a beautiful “cottage of our dreams”.
There isn’t a day we don’t love walking in the door and it all started with a casual, comfortable
Meeting with Mark.
E.O – Muldrew
We have been so pleased with the work of Jeffreys Design Build to renovate our beautiful old
cedar cottage with new doors and windows.We are delighted with the end result; we wanted to
preserve the quaint style of our cottage while enhancing the structural integrity of the building
The project was managed professionally from start to finish and we are very happy to recommend
Mark and his team to the Muldrew community
AB – Muldrew

JEFFREYS DESIGN-BUILD
1301 Woodland Drive, Muldrew Lake
Tel & Text 905-891-3510
email jeffreysdesignbuild@ gmail.com
Mark Jeffreys
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New items from Muskoka & Co this year include:
Face Masks and Potholders

We still have a good stock of sweatshirts, T shirts, hoodies, tea
towels, Muldrew Lake and Lake Muskoka mugs, totes, ball caps,
flannel shirts, fleece track pants for men and women and toddler
sweat pants!
This summer we will be happy to take online or phone orders and
deliver to your dock, or prepare your order for pick up at our
dock. You can still drop by our shop at cottage 239. However, for
everyone’s safety, only those people who co-reside will be allowed
in the shop at any one time.

AND we will be selling our Muldrew Lake and Lake Muskoka

products at The Shipyards Marketplace in Gravenhurst, July 17
-19. Come by and see us there.
Order:
On the website at http://www.muskokaco.com/ or
By phone (call or text) 626 298 5564 for delivery or pick up.
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Pinnacle Painting of Muskoka exceptionallocalpainting&
staining with a personaltouch.
Over 10 years experience
Homes•Cottages•Boathouses•Decks Contact: JamieWall
705-205-4212
pinnaclepainting12@hotmail.com
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EXPERIENCE WITH ALLAGES
CPR CERTIFIED
BABBYSITTING CERTIFIED
SWIMMING INSTRUCTOR
AVAILABLE WEEK DAYS AND
WEEKENDSTHISSUMMER

LOOKING
FOR HELP
WITH YOUR

KIDS?
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